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Delaney depicts Edgar Allan Poe's design in his work, The <= m_>> Casgk of Amaontillado. Poe begins
by describing, in characteristically precise and logical detail, Montresor's idea of perfect revenge. At the
same time, he needed to end his story by telling how his revenge had affected him. Moreover, Poe's
final line in pace reguiescat also expresses. not sarcasm. but oenuine oitv.
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According to Edgar Allan Poe's influential dictim regarding the short story published in his review of
Mathaniel Hawthome's Twice-Told Tales,

In the whole composition there should be no word written, of which the tendency, direct or indirect, is
ot to the one preestabiished design. And by such means, with such care and skill, a picture is at
length painted which leaves in the mind of him who contemplates it with a kindred art, a sense of the
fullest satisfaction. (572)

The preestablished design, Foe explaing, is to produce a single "effect.” Needless to say, this single
effect is not necessarily a simple effect; it can be a complex mixture of emotions. There is no stary by
Poe-or perhaps by any ather author-in which this golden rule of literary econamy is more
conscientiously observed than in "The =< m == Cask of Amontillado.” The ending, however, has
puzzled sorme readers, who guestion, not only its meaning, but also how it contributes to the
preestabiished design. 1

Poe begins by describing, in characteristically precise and logical detail, Montresor's (and Poe's) idea
of perfect revenge. At the same time, he needed to end his story by telling how his revenge had affected
hirn. When Fortunate says, "For the love of god, Montresod” and Montresor repeats, "Yes, for the love

nf G f ndirating that Montresn already gxn ncing the closure be saught Once be has
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Arcording to Edgar Allan Poe's influential dictim regarding the shert story published in his review of
Mathaniel Hawthorne's Twice-Told Tales,

Accordng to Edgar Allan Poe's influential dictim regarding the short story published in his review of
Mathaniel Hawthorne's Twice-Told Tales,

In the whole composition there should be no word written, of which the tendency, direct or indirect, 1s
not to the one preestabiished design. And by such means, with such care and skill, a picture is at length
painted which leaves in the mind of him whe contemplates it with a kindred art, a sense of the fillest
satisfaction. (572)

The preestablished design, Poe explains, is to produce a single "effect.” Meedless to say, this single effect
is not necessarly a simple effect; it can be a complex mishire of emotions. There 12 no stoty by Poe-or
perhaps by any other author-in which this golden rule of terary economy 1s more conscientiously
observed than in "The << m >> Cask of Amontillade." The ending, howewver, has puzsled some readers,
whe question, net only its meaning, but also how it contributes to the preestabiished design.1
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