General Education SLOA Summary

General Education Category: BSS -- Sociology

Semester: Spring 2018

Data Summary:

BSS General Education Student Learning Outcomes
Introduction to Sociology (SOC 101)

diversity shape the role of the individual within
society and human relations across cultures

Sgsg%:—m COMMON ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS
OUTCOMES PERTAINING TO OUTCOMES
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General Education Assessment:

In the Spring 2018 semester, sections of Introduction to Sociology (SOC-101) were administered a general
education assessment examination. The two General Education outcomes did not change from the previous two
years. The sociology team (Daniel Ryan and DJ Madron) utilized an objective measurement (i.e. examination)
in order to directly tie course material to the general education outcomes, and to yield valid and reliable
findings.

Discussion of Results:
Students were required to answer five questions based on core material/topical areas covered in SOC-101.
(A chart linking the five examination questions to the General Education outcomes is pasted above. The
examination questions are attached at the bottom of this report.) The questions cover a variety of sociological
topics/areas—research methodologies, culture, diversity, socialization, institutions—and are directly tied to the
two Behavioral and Social Sciences General Education outcomes:

(1) Analyzes and evaluates issues utilizing appropriate methodologies

(2) Demonstrates how culture, society and diversity shape the role of the individual within society

and human relations across cultures

One hundred fifty seven (N = 157) students completed the General Education assessment during the Spring 2018 semester.

For the first General Education Outcome (Analyzes and evaluates issues utilizing appropriate methodologies),
students were required to answer two questions pertaining to research and current sociological issues. One
question required the student to identify and select appropriate research methodologies, while the second question
involved identifying variables in a proposed research design.

76% of the students completing the assessment answered question #1 correctly.

72% of the students completing the assessment answered question #2 correctly.

The data from question #1 (76% of students answered question #1 correctly) indicates that some students have



difficulty identifying and understanding the appropriate methodologies based on a descriptive narrative of a
particular research design. The data also indicates that there is some room for improvement when students are
required to identify variables in a particular research design (72% of the students answered question #2 correctly).

For the second General Education Outcome (Demonstrates how culture, society and diversity shape the role of the
individual within society and human relations across cultures), students were required to answer three sociological
questions pertaining to culture, diversity, ethnocentrism, cultural relativism, agents of socialization, and
institutions.

73% of the students completing the assessment answered question #3 correctly.

80% of the students completing the assessment answered question #4 correctly.

82% of the students completing the assessment answered question #5 correctly.

The data from question #3 (73% of students answered question #3 correctly) indicates that some students struggle to identify
and understand socialization as it relates to individuals and institutions in society; this is a 4% decrease from the previous
year. The data from questions 4-5 (80% of students answered question #4 correctly—and increase from the previous year’s
data—and 82% of students answered question #5 correctly) indicate that the students have a satisfactory grasp/understanding
of the importance of cultural diversity in society and how ideas and manifestations of ethnocentrism and cultural relativism
are directly connected to social structure and the individual in society.

Plan of Action: (closing the loop)

During the next academic year (2018-19), the General Education assessment will again be administered to
SOC 101 courses. Of particular interest/focus in future data analyses, will be the results of the questions concerning
research design and methodologies. Outcomes from past course assessments (COGs)—especially on questions
with reference to research methodologies—seem to correlate with the results of this data set. The sociology faculty
believe this current assessment will continue yield valid and reliable findings.



